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EAL, a warm-blooded, air-
breathing, animal that
lives both in the water
and on the land. A few
seals are found in the
Caspian Sea and Lake
Baikal, but, with these ex-
ceptions, all seals are in-
habitants of the sea.
They axe divided into two
classes, called true seals,
which have no external
ears, and eared seals.

General Description.
The seal has a body which
is large at the front and
tapers toward the tail,
like that of the whales. It
has four legs, which are almost covered by
the skin of the body, while in place of the
feet are fins or nippers. The hind legs are
used in swimming, and the fore legs support
the animal in an erect position when he is
on the land. The mouth is large and is sur-
rounded by numerous feelers, resembling
those of the cat. The eyes are large, with an
almost human expression, and the ears are
small or entirely lacking. The body is cov-
ered by thick, woolly fur and long, shining
hair, and all is so oily and smooth that it
enables the seal to move easily through the
water. Seals are air-breathing animals, but
they can remain under water for a consid-
erable time. They are expert divers and
swim Triers, but are exceedingly awkward on
land.

Where Seals Live. Seals inhabit the cool
-waters of the temperate and polar regions
and usually return to the same spot year
after year to breed. They live in herds, and
before they were hunted many of these herds
were of enormous size. They frequent rocks
in shallow places and icebergs, where they
come at breeding time and remain to rear
their young. Most species are easily tamed,
and they often form great attachment for
their keepers and are easily taught ingenious
and amusing tricks.

Sealing. The hair seal, which is the com-
mon seal of the Atlantic coast, has long, silky
hair, and is valuable for its skin and fat,
called blubber. It is captured in large num-
bers off Newfoundland, Labrador, Jan Meyen
Island and in the White Sea. The inhabit-
ants of Greenland hunt these seals for
food and clothing-,, but they take only a

sufficient number to supply their needs,
In many places these seals have been
nearly exterminated by hunters, because
the skins make good leather, and a valu-
able oil is extracted from the blubber.
The hair-seal industry is really more impor-
tant than the fur-seal industry, although it
has not received as much attention. Finally
the danger of exterminating these animals
became so imminent that by international
agreement the sealing- season was restricted,
and now about 250,000 seals are taken an-
nually. Under these restrictions the herds
seem to maintain their size.

Fur Seal. The fur seal or sect bear is
highly valued for its fxir, which consists of
a thick, woolly hair next the skin, very fine
and compact, usually of a dark brown color.
Over this grows long, coarse hair, which is
of some shade of gray. The fur seals are
found in the water of the cool temperate
or polar regions north and south of the
equator, though in the Antarctic regions they
are almost extinct.

One herd of seals, which constitutes a dis-
tinct species, and that the most important of
all the seals, makes its home on the Pribilof
Islands, a barren little group in Bering Sea.
The study of these animals and their habits,
as exhibited on Saint Paul and Saint George,
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the two largest islands, has been as fas*
clnating to men of science as their capture
has been provable to traders. Every spring